Statement by Doenitz

LONDON, May 8 () —The texl
of the address to the German peo-
ple teday by Grand Admiral Karl
Doenitz, as broadcast by the Flens-
burg radio and recorded by The

Associated Press, follows:

German men and women: When
T addressed the German nation on
May 1 telling it that the fuehrer
had appointed me his successor,
I said that my foremost task was
to save the lives of the German
people. In order to achieve this
goal, I ordered the German High
Command during the night of
May 6-7 to sign the unconditional
surrender tor all fronts.

On May 8 at 23 hours (11 P. M.)
the arms will be silent.

German soldiers, veterans .of
countless battles, are now tread-
ing the bitter path of captivity,
and thereby making the last sac-
rifice for the life of our women
and children, and for the future
of our nation.

We bow to all who have fallen.
I have pledged myself to the Ger-
man people that in the coming
times of want I will help courag-
eous women and children, as far
as I humanly can, to alleviate
their conditions. Whether this
will be possible I do not know.

“Party Has Left the Scene’’

We must face facts squarely.
The anity of state and party does
not exist any more. The party
has left the scene of its activi-
ties.

With the occupation of Ger-
many, the power has been trans-
ferred to the occupying authori-

ties. It is up to them to confirm
me in my funttion and the Gov-
ernment I have appointed or de-
cide whether to appoint a differ-
ent one. Should I be required to
help our Fatherland, I will re-
main at my post.

Shauld the will of the German
people express itself in th: ap-
pointment of a head of state, or
should the powers of occupation
make it impossible for me to con-
tinue in my office remains to be

~ seen,

Duty keeps me in my difficult
post for the sake of Germany.
1 will not remain one hour more
than can be reconciled with the
dignity of the Reich. I will dis-
regard my person in this matter.

A Basis for Future Lives

All of us have to face a diffi-
cult path. We have to walk it
with dignity, courage and disci-
pline which those demand of us
who sacrificed their all for us.
We must walk it by making the
ereatest efforts to create a firm
basis for our future lives.

We will walk it unitedly. With-
out this unity we shall not be
able to overcome the misery of
the times to come. We will walk
it in the hope that one day our
children may lead a free and se-
cure existence in a peaceful
Europe.

On this thorny path, which we
all will have to tread, I will try
to help you as much as is pos-
sible, should I remain at my post.
Should we succeed in going this
way together, this step will be a
service to the nation and to the
Reich.
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